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European Tech Tour hunts for top 
Irish tech firms 
08.01.2010 
The hunt is on for the top Irish and UK 
technology companies as the non-profit 
European Tech Tour Association 
prepares to visit Dublin and London this 
spring to find 30 promising entrepreneurs 
to match with millions in capital 
investment.  

The overall European Tech Tour fund is 
€10 billion and the aim is to spot and fund 
early stage technology start-ups that will 
go on to be paired with representatives 
from leading cross-border venture capital 
and global corporate firms. 

The Irish Tech Tour will be held in Dublin between 27 and 29 January and 
finalists from both Ireland and the UK will be chosen from a pool of more 
than 250 applicants with a 15 February deadline. 

Survival secret 

Victor Basta, with 25 years of experience giving financial and exit strategy 
advice to tech companies, is serving as president of the Irish and UK leg of 
the tour and pointed out that the current technology firms that have already 
survived the financial downturn have done so because of outstanding innovation, ambition and ability, and 
therefore are well suited to become future technology leaders. 

“A number of companies in Ireland and the UK not only survived the downturn, but continued to grow,” said 
Basta. 

“The investment community is changing.  There will be perhaps 50pc fewer funds investing in growth 
companies five to 10 years from now. This makes it even more critical to bring the strongest investors 
together with the UK and Ireland’s best prospects, and we are very fortunate to be able to do this at the 2010 
Tech Tour.” 

'Hotbeds of innovation' 

Sven Lingjaerde, president of the ETT, said that as he sees it, the Irish and UK markets “have always been 
hotbeds of innovation, underpinned by a strong culture of risk-taking and entrepreneurial spirit”. 

“This year we are combining these geographies for the first time in a single, potent tour. Given the economic 
climate, the Tech Tour is a great opportunity for everyone involved,” he added. 

Photo: The European Tech Tour aims to spot and help fund early stage technology start-ups
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1. EP Mooney cars up for public auction  
2. Jonathan Ross leaving BBC  
3. Death of Donal Donnelly announced  
4. Airtricity launches SSE Renewables  
5. Avatar smashes through US$1bn barrier  
6. Creganna acquires Calfornia-based Tactx 

Medical  
7. Richard Crowley joins RTE's Prime Time  
8. Tóibín wins Costa Novel Award for Brooklyn  

Most Popular

Top Reports

Page 1 of 3Business And Leadership: European Tech Tour hunts for top Irish tech firms - Technology

11.01.2010http://www.businessandleadership.com/news/article/18864/technology/european-tech-tour-hunts-for-t...



 

Article courtesy of siliconrepublic.com 

Bookmark with: 

Delicious Digg reddit Facebook StumbleUpon

 
Mail this article to your colleagues «Back to listing «Home

Business Planning 2010 
Business & Leadership Guide 
Strategies for Success in the New 
Business... 

The Green Economy 
Irish Director Report: How Leadership 
in combating Climate Change can 
create... 

Digital 21 
An Irish Director report on our Digital 
Future: Ireland's Technology... 

Leadership Magazines

Irish Director

Irish Director is the definitive magazine 
for leaders and senior decision makers in 
Ireland. Produced in association more..

Owner Manager

Owner Manager is the latest title from 
the BusinessandLeadership.com stable. 
It is the only magazine in Ireland to 
more.. 

Marketing Age

Marketing Age is the definitive voice of 
the marketing industry in Ireland. Aimed 
at decision makers, marketing more..

Knowledge Ireland

Knowledge Ireland is a ground-breaking 
quarterly magazine from our sister brand 
siliconrepublic.com, unique in its more..

Page 2 of 3Business And Leadership: European Tech Tour hunts for top Irish tech firms - Technology

11.01.2010http://www.businessandleadership.com/news/article/18864/technology/european-tech-tour-hunts-for-t...



Site design by Whitespace Publishing. Web development and hosting by Tibus Ireland | powered by HandsOn  

 Irish Director  Owner Manager  Marketing Age Knowledge Ireland Subscribe Now

Irish Director is Ireland’s leading senior 

management magazine. Designed for 

business leaders and decision makers across 

the island, it covers topics of specific 

relevance to Ireland’s senior directors.
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